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“Fair”

Privatize

Complaints
“unfair”

Unfair:
Skills ≠
Physique ≠
Experience ≠
Chance ≠

Equalize
Fair/Equality

Fair:
Informed
Voluntary
Rules impartial
Earned

Not handicap
Fair/Voluntary/
Impartial/Earned

Pro Fairness Doctrine

Broadcasters
- strength
- monopoly (?)
- active

Audience
- weakness
- passive
- shaped, 
manipulated

Free Market:
Win/lose
“Predation”

Competitors:
- strong
- weak

Government:
- FCC regulation
- “Fairness”
means =

- Paternalism

Fairness Doctrine: Mandate 
equal access/time to the 
resource

Con Fairness Doctrine

Broadcasters
- right to property
- right to liberty
- profit motive

Audience
- strengths
- economic $
- self-
responsible:
active

Free market:
win/win/win

Competition:
self-
responsibility 
and free 
choice

Government:
protect individuals’ 
rights: liberty, 
property

Fairness Doctrine:
unnecessary and 
immoral

Other Issues:
1. Scarcity?
2. Airwaves unique?
3. Politics special?
4. Unintended consequences
5. Corruption


